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ANDS Publishing and Sharing Sensitive Data Decision Tree 

 

 

Do I have sensitive data? 

Yes 

Publish metadata and data? Or metadata only with conditional access to the data itself?  
 At minimum, metadata can be made publicly available.  
 For confidentialised data, it is often appropriate to have public metadata and 'conditional 

access' (see in the Guide) to the data itself.  
 Also see: How to select a repository in the Guide 

Yes 

See: Confidentialise your data, and 
Formatting data for publication 

2. Data collection 

Do you have the right to publish? 

See: Intellectual Property and data sharing 

Yes 

4. Confidentialise 

No – may be able to  
publish metadata only 

Write a data description, i.e., metadata, for publication in a data repository.  
See: How to select a repository in the Guide 

5. Research ethics 

6. Licensing 

1. Define 

7. Making data 
discoverable 

8. Publishing and 
sharing data 

3. Ownership 

No  

Previously collected by you 

Collecting new data 

See: Data planning 

Collected by others  
See: Data Citation 

Can the data be made non-sensitive?  

No – may be able to 

publish metadata only 

Consider a restricted license  

Was consent for data sharing given by (any 
human) research participants? 

Yes 

No – Some data may still be 
shared if confidentialised & 

sharing was not precluded during 
consent. Check: What's legal and 

Ethical considerations 

All published Australian data intended for reuse should have a licence. This explains to the re-
user how the data should be used and attributed to the original data owner. 
Go to: the Licensing section in the Guide, ANDS licensing page and AusGOAL 

http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#what
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#c5-1
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#c5-1
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#deposit
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#human
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#human
http://www.ands.org.au/guides/copyright-and-data-awareness.html
http://ands.org.au/guides/metadata-awareness.html#meta
http://ands.org.au/guides/metadata-awareness.html
http://ands.org.au/guides/storage.html
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#deposit
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#ethic
http://www.ands.org.au/resource/data-management-planning.html
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#ethic
http://ands.org.au/cite-data/index.html
http://ands.org.au/guides/metadata-awareness.html#meta
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#legal
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#ethic
http://ands.org.au/guides/sensitivedata.html#license
http://www.ands.org.au/publishing/licensing.html
http://www.ausgoal.gov.au/

