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My Name is Rachel D. and I currently reside in Ridgeley, West Virginia. I plan to transfer to a
university in the fall and pursue a bachelor's degree in Art Education. After graduation, my plans
are to teach art in public schools at the high school or middle school level. Every student who
wishes to obtain a degree must take ENG 111 and ENG 112, I am just taking this class as a
junior rather than a freshmen. I temporarily living in West Virginia and unable to attend any
class on campus, but wish to finish my classes at Tidewater Community College. Before my
education at Tidewater, I attended Roanoke Bible College in Elizabeth City, North Carolina,
where I received an associate degree in Biblical Studies. This will be my last semester at
community college because I will have taken all the classes necessary to transfer to a university.

During my time at Roanoke Bible College, I learned more than just facts about the Bible; I
learned how to be independent. I was able to live with and surround myself with people who
shared the same morals and values. During this time, I served as class president both years and
participated in the collegiate sports, volleyball and basketball. Taking part in a team and serving
as a leader helped me to value friendships and hard work. I would not be the person I am today,
had it not been for those experiences.

During my early years of elementary school, I remember the importance my teachers placed on
being an advanced reader. Many of my assignments even before I could read on my own, was to
have my parents read and for me to draw a picture to represent my opinion of the story. Once I
reached about fifth grade, I was already trying to read novels with as many 300 or 400 pages
long. My reward for getting my homework and chores done on time was to be able to read before
I went to bed, and even to this day, I enjoy lying in bed and reading a book of choice. As a kid, I
was not into writing, I usually expressed my self through conversation or art. 

Roanoke Bible College places great emphasis on reading, whether it was the Bible,
commentaries, bibliographies, or merely an author's opinion on certain topics. Reading is a
way to learn about almost everything, and you can experience almost every viewpoint with
different authors. If books do not catch my attention within the first few chapters, I am not likely
to finish. I read the Bible daily and just recently, I have started to keep a journal. With this daily
log, I can express anything on my mind and by writing in on paper helps me to sort through
certain feelings and emotions.

The literature I enjoy reading is mainly Christian authors. Books, which can interest and
excite me to be a better listener, encourager, and friend, are my favorite. I read certain
classics repetitively, such as The Giver, Jane Eyre, and children's book by C.S. Lewis. I
write best when I am alone and concentrating on what I am doing. Lots of people or
distractions cause me not to be able to focus on my words and though pattern. Fortunately,
I read just about anywhere, regardless of the noise level or confusion. When I am bored or
waiting somewhere, I like to pull out a book.

I am looking forward to this class and knowledge I can gain.
